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Retrospect 

TRIVIA: 
    Now under the wa-
ters of Ray Roberts 
Lake, this area once 
had a general store 
and a post office 
known as ñCosnerò on 
the Pilot Point-Sanger 
road west of the Elm 
Fork of the Trinity Riv-
er.  After the post of-
fice closed in 1904, the 
general store was sold 
and for the next 30 
years the area was 
known locally asé  

(see back page for answer) 

 

Cômon down to the Courthouse! 

The whole County is invited and the fun 

abounds around downtown on Saturday April 6 

when the Denton County Museums and Denton 

County Historical Commission celebrate the 

167th birthday of Denton County.  The birthday 

party celebration will be on the Denton County 

Courthouse-on-the-Square lawn.  This celebra-

tion promises fun for everyone.  

Come to the birthday party and bring the kids 

or act like a child and step up onto the fabulous 

vintage fire truck to ring the bell! Open up your 

piggy bank for all the treasures you will find at 

our Silent Auction sale benefiting your Museums. 

Enjoy making original artwork with hands on 

childrenôs activities by UNT volunteers. Be an 

amateur archeologist by helping piece together 

pottery from a 19th century Denton County pot-

tery site. And meet and hear John B. Denton as 

he provides tales of his adventures on the Texas 

prairie.  Or come here the music of Jeff Glover. 

In conjunction with the celebration, downtown 
Denton stores will be hosting their annual Spring 
Open House with extended hours on Saturday, 
April 6th and Sunday, April 7th.  Come check out 
great boutique buys, restaurant specials, hidden 
treasures, books, sweet treats, arts and antiques 
in the many merchant establishments around 
downtown.  More than 20 stores and restaurants 
are participating Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Sunday, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. (some store 
hours may vary). The Denton County Court-
house-on-the-Square Museum will also be 
open 0n Sunday, April 7th from 1 p.m. to 4 
p.m.  

April 6 Celebration Marks 167 Years 

   In 1846 the First Legislature of the new State of Texas created a number of 
new counties.  Part of the existing Fannin County became the new county known 
as Denton when the new law was approved on April 11, 1846.   

Photo:  Denton Public Library 
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Chairmanôs Corner with Beth Stribling 

DCHC Says Thank You! 

Dr. Rynell Novak (L) accepts a plaque from Lynn Year-
gain, Special Events Chair, as a token of thanks from 
the DCHC, recognizing her two years as Chairman. 

         The matters and work relating to 
the preservation of Denton County History, 
defined as the responsibility of the Denton 
County Historical Commission, are moving 
more quickly than expected with the new 
year.  With changes, training, end-of year 
reports, goals, plans, and events all at the 
hands of the newly elected DCHC Execu-
tive Committee and the newly appointed 
DCHC Committee Chairman and their com-
mittees, it has been a busy time.  We ap-
preciate the assistance of Roslyn Shelton, 
Manager of Research and Public Pro-
grams.   

 A recap of some of the administra-
tive actions of the commission include up-
dated handbooks distributed to the 55 
DCHC members in January (available at 
DCHC office);  a  joint meeting of the exec-
utive committee and chairs held in January; 
revision of current by-laws assigned to the 
new by-laws committee; and  updated com-
mittee lists finalized by committee chairs. 
At the first meeting in January a reception 
hosted by the special events committee 
gave us all an opportunity to meet and 
greet new and old members.  

  As a result of a survey of the 55 
historical commissioners, DCHC meetings 

will now be held at 3:00 p. m., and execu-
tive committee meetings will meet at 3:30 
p. m. This time change was addressed to 
provide less impact to the work day of 
members who are working and attend the 
meetings.   
  The committee chairs submitted 
goals and accomplishments in end-of-year 
reports and the executive committee set 
DCHC goals, recently approved by the 
commission. Roslyn Shelton completed the 
Texas Historical Commission End- of- Year 
Report and submitted it to THC and the 
Denton County Commissioners Court.   

 By March 1, committee chairs 
were to write job descriptions and submit 
2013-2014 budget requests. Most recently, 
19 members attended the Open Laws 
Training video. Work has begun on a pow-
er point presentation for future training of 
new members.     

   On Feb. 22, Office of History and 
Culture Director Peggy Riddle, Roslyn 
Shelton and I attended Preservation Day at 
Austin sponsored by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, Preservation Texas, 
and the Texas Historical Commission. 
Many of DCHC members had earlier partic-
ipated in this groupôs sponsorship of the I 

Love Texas Courthouses media campaign 
on the internet and social media.  At the 
capitol, we visited the offices of Senators 
Jane Nelson and Craig Estes, both on the 
Finance Committee and Representative 
Myra Crownover, a member of the Appro-
priations Committee, requesting support for 
THCs funding, (A report will come in April).    

  I wish that I had the space to tell 
you about all of the programming and 
events planning that have been going on 
since the beginning of the year. Much of 
this you will find in this issue of the Retro-
spect.  All takes much time and work by our 
executive committee, committee chairs and 
members.  My message to you is to be-
come informed about all DCHC activities.  
Numerous emails have and are being sent 
to all the membership to update you on 
what is going on with the DCHC as well as 
forwarded emails from the Texas Historical 
Commission.  Read this information, take 
note of any requested action and follow 
through, mark your calendars, and make it 
your goal to try to attend as many events, 
dedications, activities as possible.  

Get excited about the history of Den-

ton County! 

DCHC Begins a Busy New Year 

New Meeting Time 

  Beginning with the April 5 meeting the Den-
ton County Historical Commission will meet 
at 3:00 p.m. the first Thursday of each month.  
This change was approved at the March 7 ses-
sion after the Executive Committee recommend-
ed the new time following a survey of the Com-
mission membership. 
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Alvin C.  Owsley, front; sons Alvin 
M., Clark  and Henry, L-R, back. 
 

This is the first in a series about indi-
viduals instrumental in the history and 
events of Denton County. 

 
Alvin Clark Owsley was born in John-

son County, Missouri, on April 8, 1856 to 
Dr. Henry Owsley and Louisiana Mansfield 
Owsley.  Following the Civil War Dr. Henry 
Owsley moved his family from Missouri to 
California. Alvin C. Owsley would remain 
here until his graduation from college. 

 
Owsleyôs strong work ethic, dedication 

and ambition can be recognized in his work 
from his youth until his death on April 27, 
1938. 

 
In 1869, at the age of 13, Owsley en-

tered St. Vincentôs College at Los Angeles. 
During his three years of attendance, Ows-
ley worked for the Los Angeles Star carry-
ing newspapers, later taking charge of the 
city circulation of the paper, to pay for his 
own tuition.  Although Owsley worked dili-
gently at his job during those three years, 
his dedication to his school work did not 
suffer. In 1872 Owsley graduated with the 
high honors, receiving a special medal for 
his mathematical proficiency.  After Alvin 
graduated from St. Vincentôs, the Owsley 
family left California to return to Missouri 
where young Alvin began to study law in 
the office of Senator George Vest. 

 

In 1873 the Owsleys left Missouri for 
Denton, Texas where Alvin began a short 
two-year career as a teacher. The following 
year, 1874, he became an examiner of the 
teachers for Denton County, a position he 
maintained until 1884. During this time 
Owsley remained dedicated in continuing 
his study of law, and in 1875 he received 
his license to practice law in the state of 
Texas at the age of 18.  He went on to re-
ceive his doctor of law degree in 1903. 

 
Prior to Owsleyôs successful and prom-

inent career as part of the Texas Legisla-
ture, Owsley wed Sallie M. Blount, daugh-
ter of Judge J. M. Blount, and a very active 
club woman in Denton, on April 8, 1880. 
The union produced eight children: Eunice, 
Lou (longtime Denton teacher), Jessie, 
Alvin Mansfield (National Commander of 
the American Legion and U. S. ambassa-
dor to Rumania, Denmark and Ireland), 
Stella (who became the first Texas Wom-
anôs University faculty member to be pro-
fessor emeritus), Rolland Clark (Captain in 
WWI and post commander of the American 
Legion Post in Denton), Charlotte (teacher 
in Whitesboro) and Henry (former assistant 
attorney general of Texas). 

 
In 1888 Owsley was elected as a 

member of the twenty-first Texas legisla-
ture. He immediately sought action and 
pursued the creation of new legislation that 
would benefit the commonwealth.  Serving 
on numerous committees, including his 
prominent seat on judiciary committee No. 
1, Owsley campaigned for the first antitrust 
law in Texas as well as a substitute trust 
law alongside future Texas governor, and 
then Attorney General, James S. Hogg. 
Owsley also served on standing commit-
tees covering the judiciary, and public 
buildings and grounds. 

 
Re-elected to be a representative for 

the twenty-second legislature, Owsley con-
tinued to seek improvement for Texans, 
including helping to frame the Railroad 
Commission Law giving the legislature the 
ability to oversee the expansion and opera-
tion of the railroads. He was also, for the 
second time, given the prominent position 
on the judiciary committee No. 1 and be-
came chairman of the committee on peni-
tentiaries, where he helped with the pass-
ing of the reformatory law for youthful of-
fenders. In 1894 Owsley served his third, 
and final, term on the twenty-fourth legisla-
ture.  Owsleyôs three terms in the legisla-
ture did not define his whole career. Ows-

ley also received the honor of being a pres-
idential elector from the fifth district for Tex-
as in 1892, helping to cast the vote for 
Grover Cleveland, and in 1904. He served 
one term as a district judge in the sixteenth 
judicial district in Texas from 1926 to 1928. 
And, he was appointed special chief justice 
of the Texas Supreme Court in 1934. 

 
  
As early as 1877, Owsleyôs debating 

and oratorical skills were well known 
throughout Texas.  That year he embarked 
on a speaking tour arguing against local 
option elections, even though he consid-
ered himself a ñtemperance man.ò  By the 
last quarter of the 19th century his endorse-
ment was sought by many political candi-
dates; his speeches on their behalf a staple 
of Texas politics.   

 
As committed as Owsley was to the 

state of Texas, he was equally dedicated to 
the town of Denton.  It was through his 
persistent efforts, as well as others, that 
both Texas Normal College, present day 
University of North Texas, and the Girlôs 
Industrial College, present day Texas 
Womanôs University, were placed in Den-
ton.  Owsley loved the town of Denton, and 
through his well respected reputation and 
prominence amongst the legislature, state 
officials and other men, he was able to 
seek continual improvements for the town.   

 
A tireless champion for Denton, Ows-

ley was elected to lead the Chamber of 
Commerce when it organized in 1909. Al-
ways eager to showcase the city, he host-
ed many figures of state and national prom-
inence, ranging from former outlaw Cole 
Younger to three-time presidential candi-
date William Jennings Bryan. 

 
From the late 1800s until his death in 

1938, Alvin C. Owsley was one of the most 
well known and respected men in Tex-
as.  His strong work ethic and dedication 
led him to a career as a highly competent 
and intelligent lawyer whose council was 
sought by many. His passion for the wel-
fare of people led him to accomplish nu-
merous tasks for the people of Texas and 
more importantly the citizens of Denton. 

ðMicha Boyd 
 
EDITORôS NOTE:  Micha Boyd is a student 

at the University of North Texas and an intern at 
the Office of History & Culture.  

Historical Profile  

Alvin Clark Owsley, a passionate voice  
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Franklin D. Rooseveltôs New Dealð
good or bad?  Many a college thesis or 
editorial has attempted to answer that 
question in definitive terms and the results 
are as varied as the number of authors. 

 

The election of Roosevelt and the in-
ception of his many New Deal programs 
came about when America was in the 
deepest throes of the Great Depression.  
Adding the phrase ñDust Bowlò to the coun-
tryôs overwhelming economic plight only 
brought more discomfort to the situation. 

 

Opinions on the new presidentôs pro-
grams were as mixed in the 1930s as they 
are today.  Back then, the side you were on 
depended largely on how directly you were 
affected by New Deal practices, and in 
what manner, or by your political leanings. 

 

Many of the children of Denton County 
farmers recall the dark days of 1933 when 
cotton was plowed under and livestock was 
killed by the federal government to reduce 
supply and stabilize prices.  Many were left 
with a bitter aftertaste from those policies.   

 

The New Deal created a large number 
of agencies that were a veritable alphabet 
soup:  FDIC, NRA, REA, CCC, FSA, SEC, 
NYA, etcéand the WPA.  The Works Pro-
gress Administrationðchanged to Work 
Projects Administration in 1939ðtook on a 
major role in transforming communities.  

 

Stroud Street looking north 
 

The WPA was founded in 1935 and  
existed until 1943.  At its peak in 1938, it 
provided work for 3 million unemployed 
heads of households in the nation and 
Denton County had its share of WPA work-

ers:  400 in the summer of 1938. 
 

It was in 1938 that the City of Denton 
received one of its most important, yet un-
appreciated, contributions courtesy of the 
WPA; the widening, paving and construc-
tion of rock walls for Mill Branch and the 
branch called South Pecan Creek. 

 

The creekôs inability to carry away run-
off from heavy rains had been a problem 
for years.  Tragedy struck in 1906 when the 
horse cart of homeopathic physician Dr. 
Louisa Owsley slipped off the bridge near 
the current Carroll Courts Building; drown-
ing the stalwart matriarch of the noted Den-
ton family.   

 

Controversy erupted in 1913 when the 
ñHickory Street Lakeò fight pitted Professor 
Annie Webb Blanton against the city as 
well as many of her neighbors.  Many 
blamed her stubborn resistance to the cityôs 
measures for creating the back up of water 
on the streetðand their properties. 

 

The effort to create a better flow of 
water into the main channel of Pecan 
Creek began in earnest in January of 1938 
when the WPA approved the project.  The 
February 19 issue of the Record-Chronicle 
reported Deputy Tax Collector W. J. Sim-
mons would soon begin securing right-of-
way from property owners along the 
branch. 

 

By April access had been obtained for 
most of the proposed stretch of Mill Branch.  
The project was actually two separate ones 
that would stretch west from Wainwright 
Street northwest to Bernard Street and 
include a smaller tributary to the south, 
from Myrtle Street eastward.  By July, the 
work was underway. 

 

Although some derisively referred to 
the WPA as ñWe Piddle About,ò many un-
employed residents of Denton County 
earned money to keep their families fed 
through WPA employment, and the county 
benefited.  Roads were built or upgradedð
Locust Street in Denton was widened 14 
feet soon after the drainage canals were 
completedðsewer systems extended, 
sidewalks built, school buildings and play-
grounds constructed.  Canning plants were 
operated to employ women in Denton, Pilot 
Point and Lewisville.  Sewing rooms were 
also operated and library books were reha-
bilitated under the WPA umbrella.   

 

Many of the benefits of the New Deal 

are still serving the citizens of the County.  
Texas Womanôs Universityôs Little Chapel-
in-the-Woods is one of the most beautiful 
examples but anyone using electricity from 
Co-Serv, formerly Denton County Electric 
Co-op, benefits from its origins as a Rural 
Electrification Administration project.  Ex-
amine at the sidewalks around the Court-
house-on-the-Square perimeter and take 
note of the WPA stamp. 

The drainage canal at the Carroll 

Courts Building parking lot 

 

Or you might take a walk along one of 
the most endangered, yet attractive, rem-
nants of the New Deal eraðthe drainage 
canals from 1938.  Start at Bernard and 
Mulberry and walk east, following native 
red sandstone canals past the Carroll 
Courts Building where a part of the original 
was replaced by an underground system 
now covered by a parking lot.  The project 
surfaces again just south of Sycamore 
Street near the Denton County Historical 
Park, crosses Stroud Street and emerges 
on Prairie Street before heading south then 
east across Locust Street to Wainwright.   

 

The drainage canals from 75 years 
ago still remain for the most part, doing 
their job by channeling away runoff that 
originates west of Dentonôs downtown, 
near the University of North Texas campus.  
However, the most southern tributary was 
covered over when a new underground 
system was constructed by the City of Den-
ton in 2011.  Those that remain are truly 
worth saving. 

ðDJ Taylor 

New Deal Meant a Good Deal to Denton County 
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Christopher, Gabriel & Liam Jones  
Love their Courthouse! 

Denton County Loves Its Courthouse! 

 

The Courthouse 
on the Square is 
the community 
living room! 

The Denton County 
Commissioners 
Court LOVES the 
Courthouse-on-the-

Square! 

 

L-R:  Commission-
ers Hugh Coleman 
(Pct 1), Ron 
Marchant.(Pct 2) 
County Judge Mary 
Horn, Commission-
ers Bobbie Mitchell 
(Pct 3) and Andy 

Eads (pct 4) 

    In cooperation with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the Texas Historical Commission and the Preservation 
Texas the Denton County Historical Commission asked residents to show their love for the Courthouse-on-the-Square 
by submitting photos to the I Love Texas Courthouses website (www.ilovetexascourthouses.com).  Below are just a few 
of those that were submitted.  The Denton County Historical Commission thanks the citizens of Denton County for partic-
ipating in this effort. 


